
An Awesome Opportunity  

for the Cleveland NPM! 
 

Missed the NPM National Convention? 

Wonder what happens at an NPM National Convention? 

Think the NPM National Convention is  

for other people, not you? THINK AGAIN! 
 

These extraordinary times, while challenging, have also opened new doors for all of us. Since we could not 

gather in person for the NPM Convention this year, it was offered 100% virtually.  

This is good news! 
 

The National Office of the NPM has encouraged those people who attended the virtual convention to share 

much of the saved content with members of the local chapter who were not able to attend the convention.  

That means you are about to have access to professional training 

at no cost to you. 
 

We have access to the full agenda for a limited period of time, so we chose 10 webinars (recommended by 4 of 

our board members who attended the virtual convention) that we will make available to you via Zoom meetings 

with screen sharing. 

When? 
The Cleveland Chapter will host Zoom meetings at 7pm on the following Thursday evenings: 

 

• Thursday, July 30, 7:00pm  

• Thursday, August 6, 7:00pm 

• Thursday, August 20, 7:00pm 

• Thursday, August 27, 7:00pm 

• Thursday, September 3, 7:00pm 
 

What? 
Each of the Thursdays, there will be 2 webinars (a shorter “key change” first, and then a longer “breakout”) 

shared. We will save any comments/questions/discussion for the end, after the webinars. A full description of 

each week’s offerings follows. 

How? 
The Procedure: 

• On Tuesday of each week, Mary Hrich will send out a Constant Contact to all of our members, with a 

link to Herb’s email and a reminder of that week’s webinars.   

• Anyone wishing to view any of these breakouts must email Herb before noon Thursday to request that 

week’s link.   

• At 1pm each of the Thursdays, Herb will send each an invitation to join the Zoom meeting to each who 

have requested to participate that day.   

• The Zoom room will open at 7pm, and the host will share the screen with all who are signed on. You 

can sign on any time the meeting is happening (so, for example, if you’re only interested in the second 

webinar, you could log on at 7:20). 

Why? 
We could give lots of reasons to participate. We are called as ministers to give our best and to continually grow. 

This is your chance – FREE! – to hear from some of the most recognized voices in liturgical ministry. It’s a 

chance to feed your brain, heart, and soul. And it’s another way for us to stay connected in a time when we long 

for that connection. Won’t you join us? 

 ClevelandNPM.org 

http://www.clevelnadnpm.org/


Here are the events – all start at 7pm 
Thursday, July 30  

‘Out of the Mouths of Babes’: Reach Us by Speaking Our Language, presented Hannah Crews (27:08) 
At 20 years old, Hannah Crews is the youngest speaker ever at NPM, hailing from her current ministry as an Associate of 

Music at the Our Savior Parish and USC Caruso Catholic Center in Los Angeles, CA. An attendee at NPM conventions since 

2002, Hannah is a third-generation music liturgist and has served in both music and movement ministry for 16 years. She is 

in her final year pursuing a degree in film/TV and theatre at the University of Southern California, and is a recipient of the 

2020-2021 Junior Fellowship for the Nova Forum for Catholic Thought through the Institute for Advanced Catholic Studies 

at USC. 

Live Streaming – Liturgical and Practical Considerations, presented by Aaron Kohl (1:02:42) 
Our experience with the Covid-19 pandemic has both taught us to be resourceful and has challenged us to keep our parish 

communities connected in ways never have imagined. This session will explore the balancing of the practical and the 

liturgical challanges, along with the best practices, when we strive to reach and connect with all the members of the Body of 

Christ through the use of video technology. 

Thursday, August 6 

Engaging the Unaffiliated, presented by Dan Schutte (26:44) 
As we look for a way forward, we may be asking the wrong questions. What kind of music will bring people back to church? 

How can we prepare a liturgy that speaks to their needs? Perhaps there are other more effective pathways to reaching those 

who've disengaged from the Church. 

Choirs: Best Practices, Solving Problems, Inspiring Volunteers, presented by Tom Stehle (57:54) 
Motivate choirs to aspire to excellence through careful listening, skill-building and guided group vocal technique, while 

never losing sight of the prayer that we make and foster. 

Thursday, August 20 

Vocal and Body Alignment for Singers, presented by Jennifer Budziak (21:14) 
(From NPM’s Thursday Thoughts at 3 Series; aired April 23, 2020) 

Dr. Jennifer Budziak shares insights and exercises for healthy body alignment for all singers.  

From Sanctuary to Screen: Six Feet of Social Distancing or a Quarter Inch of Glass Between Us, presented 

by Fr. Tom Dragga (1:03:20) 
Covid-19 has forced up to embrace a new reality that none of us could have predicted. As painful as the pandemic is, we have 

found more than a few blessings in these days. How do you preach the WORD in the context of virtual reality? What does the 

homilist need to be aware of as he stands in the ambo or looks in the camera? How can pastoral musicians help make the 

breaking open of the Word come to life. 

Thursday, August 27 

Being Catholic in a Messy World, presented by Kathleen Basi (16:14) 
The birth of her second child, who has Down Syndrome, upended everything this presenter thought she knew about herself 

and her faith. Join Kathleen as she shares some of what she has learned about living at the messy intersection of faith and the 

real world - to be, not just a "practicing" Catholic, but an "intentional" one. 

Basic Chant for the Contemporary Musician, presented by Steve Angrisano (1:10:50) 
Seamlessly integrating music with liturgical action requires a subtlety which is every bit as important as any raw musical 

skill. Chant is a natural part of the Roman Rite which by it's very nature allows the congregation to sing the mass. This 

workshop will equip you with a basic understanding of chant as sung speech, several basic psalm tones for use with the 

responsorial psalm, simple plainsong ideas that are easily integrated into any liturgy, and most importantly a good 

understanding of how to effectively incorporate these into the current milieu of your weekend liturgies. 

Thursday, September 3 

The Joy in Parish Baptisms!, presented by Michael Ruzicki (16:16) 
The General Introduction to Christian Initiation states "the celebration of baptism should...reflect the joy of the 

resurrection" (#6). Join us as we quickly sing our way through the Rite of Baptism, giving participants a glimpse into the joy 

of this celebration and the role of the parish community. 

Choosing Music with Theological Savvy, presented by Emily Strand (1:00:17) 
This session will assist those who wish to grow in the skill of selecting music for liturgy with theological savvy. Relying on 

the guidance in Sing to the Lord: Music in Divine Worship (USCCB, 2007) and the wisdom of scholars like Harmon and 

Hommerding, this session will focus on the textual features and requirements of liturgical music, with discussion of how to 

spot theological, pastoral and poetic strengths and weaknesses in songs for liturgy. 

 

TO REGISTER:  email Herb Dillahunt: herbdillahunt56@gmail.com 

Questions? Call Herb: 412-897-2373 

mailto:herbdillahunt56@gmail.com?subject=Virtual%20Convention%20Webinars

